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s the old saying goes, "in Texas, if you don't like 20% of the state under drought conditions as a base, the
the weather, stick around for a few minutes! " The following periods were below 20%: late 2002 to early 2003,
Seasonal Drought Outlook through March (Figure mid 2004 to early-mid 2004, early 2007 to late 2007, and
1) indicates much of the eastern third of Texas may emerge early 2010 to late 2010 periods. During the 2000-2013 period
from drought while the rest will remain or return to drought. showed over 50% of the state was under some level of drought
The US Drought Monitor archive data showed about 76% of conditions. Since mid 2009, over 80% of the state has been
the state was in drought as of November 26, 2013. The same under some level of drought!
week in 2012, about 74%
was in drought. Not much
change over the last year.
U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period
Figure 2 shows the
Valid for November 21, 2013- February 28, 2014
Climatic
Prediction
Released November 21, 2013
Center outlook through
March 2014. Precipitation
has a 30% probability of
being below average in
the western third of the
state. The temperature
will have an even chance
~CJ
of being above average
over much of the state.
~ ~
Looking beyond March,
precipitation is expected
Improvement .
to be below average with
Remo::-~
the temperature being near
average.
KEY:
Now to the future.
Drought persists or
Author: David Miskus, Climate Prediction Center, NOAA
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http1/www.cpc. ncep. noaa.govlproducts/expert_assessment/see son_ droughlhtml
The drought has been
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Depicts large-scale trends based on subjectively derived probabilities guided by short- and
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intensifying since before
long-range statistical and dynamical fo recasts. Short-term events- such as individual storms1m proves
cannot be accurately forecast more than a few days In advance. Use caution for applications
2000.
The
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-such as crops- that can be affected by such events. ''Ongoing" drought areas are
L___J Drought removal likely approximated from the Drought Monitor (D1 to D4 intensity).
·
Monitor archive database
For weekly drought updates. see the latest U.S. Drought Monitor.
Drought
development
NOTE:
The
tan
area
areas
imply
at
least
a
1-category
Improvement
in
the
Drought
Monitor
shows how much of the
likely
intensity levels by the end of tlhe period a ~h ough drought will remain.
state has been in drought
The Green areas imply drought removal by tlhe end of the period (DO or none )
since 2000. Using less than
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Figure 3 shows the drought pattern using a 4-week average of
drought coverage across Texas, emphasizing how widespread
the drought has become. Since 2004, Texas has had only 2
short periods with less than 5o/o of the state under drought
conditions. They are October 12, 2004 through March 10,
2005 and May 8, 2007 through October 23, 2007. Since late
2010, drought conditions have persisted over most of the
state. If the current predictions hold up, drought will continue
for the foreseeable future.
MANAGEMENT SUGGESTIONS
Water
As always, the availability and quality of water is the
concern. During winter, there is the possibility of open water
sources (troughs, pond, etc.) freezing over during periods of
extended freezing temperatures. When this happens, consider
breaking through the ice regularly and as needed to allow
animals to drink. Any water source that is frozen and restricts
animal access can cause reduced animal performance.
If you rely on surface water, is there enough available and
the quality good enough for the winter weather? If you rely
on wells, has production been normal or dropping and is the
quality what you need? If you are on a rural water system,
are you being limited on how much you can use? These are
the common concerns in some areas this year. Consider your
water situation as the most critical need. Without water you
are up a dry creek!
Records
It's the beginning of the year and time to review and update
the management for 2014. After closing out the 2013 financial
records, evaluating of the land resources, and how 2013
impacted 2014 management, it is time to get going! Keep the
records up to date, so you always are looking at where you are
and what needs to be changed, so you can prepare or make
changes as needed.
Weather Records Review your rainfall records and their
impact on your management. The patterns have been highly
variable even compared to the neighbors. Remember the "hat
rain" patterns, so have more than one rain gauge around the
place. That is how you can cover the whole area and know
how your vegetation may respond. If the predications are
correct, the drought may be continuing.
Pasture Use and Status Records Are your pastures ready for
20 14? How did your pastures end the year? If you were able to
maintain them in good condition, I commend you. If not, how
do you plan to change your management for 2014 to maintain
or, hopefully, improve them in 2014. Your future depends on
your land resources being able to meet the requirements of
your animals. If the conditions are declining, your feed bills
are probably going up or you are selling animals.
Financial Records How did your pocket book feel at
the end of 2013? If you evaluated your financial records
at the end of the year, you should be able to adjust your
2014 and 5-year management and economic plans based
on the changing conditions you identified. Be sure you
included projected weather conditions and how your animals

might respond. This information, together with current and
projected economic and market conditions, will impact 2014
and well into the future.
Land Management
Evaluate any prescribed burns or seedings done over the
past several years. Has your management and the weather
allowed the areas to improve as you planned? This is the time
to finalize the plans for 2014 and prepare for prescribed burns
and seedings. Planning these operations is much better than
just going out and dropping matches or throwing some seed
on the ground!
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THREE-MONTH OUTLOO~
PRECIPITATION PROBABILITY
1.5 MONTH LEAD
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THREE-MONTH OUTLOO~
TEMPERATURE PROBABILITY
1.5 MONTH LEAD
VALlO JfM 201'1
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MANAGEMENT NOTES
Continue to update your land resource
records, including current pasture use and
ModeF<rteOrot.lgllt
status, as well as new photos or other means.
so
•
En'emeOJought
If you haven't started a land resource record,
please consider starting now.
Good photographs can provide a record
of change over years. This has been a good
tool. It requires having established points you
can return to and photograph at least once
each year. Photographs can be a great help
in seeing how your resources have changed.
Combining the land use records with the
other records is a valuable tool to determining
how your land resources are responding to management. You
are working in the vegetation regularly and it is changing a
little every day and you may not notice it!
Physical Assets
If you conducted a careful review of all improvements, such
as fences, water sources, and equipment, you should have able
a plan for major repairs or even replacements for 2014 and
beyond. Reducing downtime and breakdowns with timely
repairs and/or replacements should be the goal. Ignoring
repairs or missing potential equipment can lead to increased
costs, labor, and stress.

Drought Coverage Since 2004
Source • Dfougtrt Monitor

100 . - - - - - - - .

•

SeYeteOtought

•

E.lcc:epticnaiDrougtll

A Thought
Your operation is often your life. Managing your operation
to provide profitability, efficiency, and sustainability
could insure your future. Looking to the future by basing
your management decisions on long term and short term
management goals together with your past efforts is a valuable
tool. Using factual data can help implement and modify
your future plans. Weather, economic conditions, and your
personal life all interact. But, they need to be kept in a
reasonable balance.
Just remember, management is never easy! Having a
well developed business plan can help in making
management changes! •~''

Owning land provides endless planting opportunities. Whether you plant
nourishing food plots, sheltering grasses, environmentally friendly trees or
nutritious crops, you are also sowing the seeds of an investment that will grow over time. You are rooting the foundation where a· lifetime of
memories with family and friends can be harvested. from the beginning,
you can count on Wh]tetail Properties to cultivate your land ownership
goals. At Whitetail Properties, we know land, we understand our
eustomers and most of all, we grow dreams.
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WHITETAIL PROPERTIES
HUNTING & RANCH LAND Sl'ECIALISTS

Whitetail Properties Real Estlltll, LLC I DBA Whnatail Propartiasl118 Elm St I Boorne, TX 78006
Joey Bellington, Texas Broker- 830.428.00961 Ucensed in the state of Texas
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